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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL LAURENCE HAY

First Archivist at the Heritage Centre and Archives 1990 - 1994

P Major Laurence Hay was appointed to The Salvation
Army Officers Training College as the Education Officer
in September 1987 and archivist for The Salvation Army
Historic Trust, which was established in 1975.

In 1990, a Territorial Archives was established at the

newly rebuilt National Headquarters in Cuba St,

Wellington and Laurence was appointed as the first

Territorial Archivist. He held this position and librarian

at the Training College until him and his wife Margaret
were appointed to the Hong Kong and Taiwan Command later in 1994,

The Heritage Centre and Archives Te Rua Mahara O Te Ope Whakaora is indebted
to his dedicated service in establishing its solid foundation and developing early

policy.

Laurence’s many contributions in the fields of education, research and planning
continue to be evident in the work currently undertaken by Archives.

Over the past years, we have valued visits and guidance from Laurence, and we
were honoured that he was able to be present at the Archives 50th celebration
in August last year.

He was promoted to Glory on 19 December 2025, and the Archives staff extend
our heartfelt sympathy to Margaret and their family. <
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P Malo le soifua, Kia ora, Ni sa bula vinaka, Welcome, & Malo e leilei,

Welcome back to 2026! In this issue, we look at Commissioner Harry Williams
and his work as a Doctor in India, including artefacts such as the Humby Skin
Grafting Knife he utilised in his reconstructive surgery.

The launch of the Audio-Visual Collection on
YouTube is highlighted and, looking ahead to Anzac
Day, the service of former fighter pilot & Salvation
Army Officer Lawrence Weggery is marked. There is
also an article about Lantern slides & the Limelight
Department from the early history of the Salvation
Army.

Lastly, there is a tribute to Colonel Laurence Hay,

the first Territorial Archivist, who was promoted to Glory in December 2025.
His contribution to the archives is profound & deep, and we extend our
condolences & thoughts to Margaret and the family at his passing.

Wishing you God’s Blessings for the coming year,

Manaaki te Atua,

Gregory Jennings | Territorial Archivist €

LAWRENCE WEGGERY

Daring Spitfire Pilot and Salvation Army Officer
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HARRY WILLIAMS

Commissioner and Surgeon

Harry William George Williams was a soldier and a
bandsman at Wood Green Corps, North London. He
interrupted his medical studies to become a Salvation
Army officer in 1933 and later qualified at the London
Hospital. Then he trained in plastic surgery under the
pioneering surgeon Sir Archibald McIndoe.

He married Lieutenant Eileen Neeve in November
1939, and they sailed for India in December.

For 30 years, the Williams served in four of the Army’s
hospitals in India, The Thomas Emery, Moradabad,
The MacRobert, Dhariwal, The Emery, Anand and The
Catherine Booth, Nagercoil.

Harry Williams c1930

In 1969, he was seconded to the Children’s Medical Relief Inc, of New York,
working as a senior surgeon in Saigon.

He became a full Member of the British Association of Plastic Surgeons in 1960.
In 1970 he received an OBE, in recognition of his specialist work in the field of
plastic and reconstructive surgery, particularly in cases of leprosy. Through his
expertise Catherine Booth Hospital gained a special reputation in this field.

He designed buildings, reorganised departments and devised innovative
medical programmes.

Magic Lantern technology began in
the 1840s and, by the early Twentieth
Century, was widely used in theatres,
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Joseph Perry, a New Zealand Salvation
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Army officer, in the late 1880s, was
appointed the manager of the Prison Gate
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Home in Ballarat, Australia.

He set up a photographic studio and installed a magic lantern. His skills caught
the attention of his superiors, and in 1892, Captain Perry led the 'Limelight
Brigade’on a tour of Australasia, presenting slides on Biblical themes and travel.
This marked the beginning of the Biorama companies, which for years preached
the gospel and raised funds for the Army.

In 1896, Herbert Booth was appointed to the Australasian command.

Commissioner Williams was the Territorial Commander in Southern India,

New Zealand, and Australia. He was appointed as the International Secretary
responsible for the administration of The Salvation Army’s work in the Americas
and Australasia. He oversaw the beginning of medical work in Bolivia and a
hospital was named in his honour.

In 2005, in a service conducted by General John Larsson, Commissioner Dr. Harry
Williams was admitted to the highest recognition award in The Salvation Army,

A Formal photograph of camera operators in khaki uniforms with still and motion cameras from the
Biorama Department c1906. Joseph Perry seated in the front centre.

An innovator, he quickly recognised the potential of the new moving pictures
first shown in Paris in 1895. He acquired the latest Lumiéere cinematographe
from Paris and gave Perry the freedom to expand the Limelight Brigade's scope.
Together, Herbert Booth and Perry produced a remarkable work, "Soldiers of the
Cross," one of the world's earliest feature films.

Harry Williams's Humby Knife. It was used during skin grafting, and with its adjustable roller
allowed the surgeon to control the thickness of the graft taken.

the Order of the Founder. The citation for his award was as follows:

“As plastic surgeon and strategic health administrator his gifts have been
applied to all sectors of society, but especially the disadvantaged. As Salvation
Army leader his gifts have created new directions in territories, in international
development and ecumenically. As writer and artist his gifts have enabled us to
know more of his observations of God’s world, God’s ways and God’s people”

Commissioner Dr Harry Williams was Promoted to Glory from, Edinburgh,
Scotland, on Sunday 7th August 2016, at the age of 103. 4

A The Crucifiction, a lantern slide from a mixed collection donated to Archives in 2019



